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DESPERATE POLITICAL STUNT: VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT FLINGS $2.6M "BREADCRUMBS"
TO MASK 15-MONTH COVER-UP OF DAMNING KOALA REPORT

Token funding announcement cannot hide that sitting on critical data for 15 months
delayed urgent intervention for Victoria's declining koalas.

The Koala Alliance has today accused the Victorian Government of attempting to buy its way out
of a 15-month cover-up of a catastrophic koala crisis with a poll-driven $2.6 million funding
announcement. The suppressed taxpayer-funded report reveals a species on the brink:
Victoria's genetically vulnerable koala population has declined by more than half, koalas are in
critically poor health and a quarter of the remaining population face imminent death or
displacement as commercial plantations are logged.

The Alliance warns that this token funding is "mere pocket change" designed to distract from a
catastrophic failure of governance. What Victoria's koalas actually need to survive is a budget
that is commensurate with saving a vulnerable keystone species and major policy reform to
protect it from further decline.

"This is a calculated political rescue mission for Labor, not for koalas," said Jess Robertson,
Koala Alliance President. "Sitting on critical ecological data for over a year while koalas
continued to suffer and disappear is a shocking failure of transparency and responsibility. To
now offer $2.6 million—to tackle a crisis of this scale is an insult”.

Six Wasted Years of Pushing a False Narrative

For six years, the Victorian Government defended its inaction by claiming the state had a
"secure and abundant" population of 460,000 koalas.

"The government knew this 460,000 baseline was derived from a deeply flawed methodology,
yet they used it to defend poor management decisions, and zero investment in koala
conservation. The report raises a confronting question: if more than half of Victoria’s koalas did
not disappear in six years, then how reliable was the previously published estimate of 460,000
koalas?”

Victoria's Population Plummets Far Below NSW numbers.



The Reality: Victoria's remaining koala population has plummeted to 225,000—a level
that is now 50,000 fewer than in New South Wales where koalas are already officially
recognized and protected as endangered.

The Budget Failure: When NSW listed its koalas as endangered, its government
committed $190 million over five years to stop the decline and restore habitats.
Victoria's proposed $2.6 million is less than 1.5% of that package and is even less than
the $3.1 million Victoria committed to its last koala strategy, a strategy that took an
unacceptable 19 years to produce.

Nearly Half of Assessed Koalas Forced to be Euthanised

The Reality: The suppressed report exposes a horrifying health crisis, revealing that
researchers had to "euthanise almost half of the random koalas flagged down for the
research" due to extremely poor health.

The Budget Failure: The government spent $850,000 in taxpayer funds on this report
just to document a tragedy that their own regular koala “health checks" should have
made obvious years ago. Spending nearly a million dollars to record the decline, while
offering a measly $2.6 million to solve a plethora of issues state-wide, is a joke. It cannot
be ignored that a huge percentage of koalas have been euthanised under government
authority for decades. If health checks weren’t about koala health, what was their
purpose?"

Shocking Findings vs. The Measly $2.6M Budget:

50,000 Plantation Koalas Face Eviction and Death.

The Reality: One-quarter of Victoria’s remaining koalas now live in commercial blue
gum plantations due to the destruction of their native forests. Because every single one
of these sites is scheduled to be logged, "50,000 of those koalas will inevitably be
killed or displaced as a consequence of their homes being unprotected from

logging".

The Budget Failure: The government's proposed $2.6 million wouldn’t even fund a
traffic strategy to address the road trauma caused by koala displacement from
plantations, let alone a broadscale habitat restoration and translocation strategy to
prevent certain death.

The Koala Alliance Demands:

1.

Match NSW’s commitment of by allocating funding that is commensurate with a
population that is now 50,000 fewer than NSW's endangered population.

Immediately suspend logging in commercial bluegum plantations until a secure
transition plan is established.

Implement immediate transparency regarding koala health assessments and
conservation data to ensure the public is no longer kept in the dark.

Commit to broadscale habitat restoration and rebuilding koala corridors across Victoria.

Replace the current koala “management” approach with immediate conservation
action.



