
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Research: We Need To Talk About WESN 

The Wildlife Emergency Support Network (WESN) was formed in late 2020. It was established by the 

Victorian Government under the Wildlife Welfare Bushfire Response 2020 Action Plan, created after 

the 2019/20 bushfires [1] to assist during emergency response activities for bushfire events where 

wildlife is impacted.  

Its objective [2] is to assist with the supply of trained and accredited veterinary professionals and 

volunteers to be deployed into defined wildlife emergency roles at the request of DEECA, including: 

• Veterinarians (field or triage unit based) 

• Veterinary nurses 

• Triage assistants 

• Wildlife volunteers (wildlife rehabilitators, rescuers or transporters). 

We believe that WESN has not been performing the role it was created for, but we need evidence 

to show that this is the case. The specific information that Koala Alliance is searching for includes:  

The WESN budget: we can find no information on what has been budgeted specifically for WESN, in 

any year since the network was launched.  

Are you a Citizen Scientist Researcher/Investigator? 

Do you love searching out hard to find information and are happy 

heading down rabbit holes?  

Maybe you have been part of a team researching cold case 

homicides?  

Can you donate 3 hours/week for the next 3 months to undertake 

research which we believe is vital to saving Victoria’s Koalas?   

If you answer YES to some or all these questions, Koala Alliance 

needs You.   

 



DEECA’s “Model of Cover” for the WESN, which determines the number of trained roles that it 

wishes to fill, train, and maintain across the State, clarifying regional readiness. Koala Alliance is 

searching for details on the model of cover, specifically: 

1. What is the minimum number of trained personal needed in each region of the State? 

2. How many people - rescuers/carers/vets/ other trained volunteers - were recruited relative 

to the numbers needed as outlined in the model of cover? 

3. How many people undertook the pre-deployment training?  

4. The first WESN bushfire deployment was March 2024. How many trained WESN volunteers 

have been called upon in fire emergencies since WESN was first deployed? Where and when 

were WESN used over this time? 

5. Specific to the 2026 bushfires, how many rescuers/carers/vets/ other trained volunteers 

were called upon by DEECA to assist with the significant wildlife emergency?  

6. Under the “Model of Cover”, who is the person responsible for WESN team coordination?  

7. Summary of WESN deployment during the 2026 bushfires, as discussed in media and in 

reviews by stakeholders, e.g. [3].  

WESN preparation for 2026/27: Given the expected strong El Nino in summer 2026/27, how is 

DEECA preparing for this? Specifically: 

1. What is the 2026/27 budget for WESN? 

2. What is the 2026/27 “Model of Cover” best on El Nino predictions? 

3. What gaps exist in - rescuers/carers/vets/ other trained volunteers – that must be filled for 

the 2026/27 danger period?  

4. If gaps exist, when will recruitment and pre-deployment training start to prepare for this 

danger period?  

WESN was formed to fill a gap in the emergency wildlife response system to ensure that wildlife 

suffering was kept to a minimum.  

If DEECA, with WESN as it currently functions, cannot achieve these objectives, leaving Victoria’s 

wildlife to suffer cruel and unnecessary deaths, then Victorians need to know. State and Federal 

governments must also clarify how they will ensure that our unique wildlife and ecosystems will be 

provided a safe and secure future.  

 

Your supervisor for this 3-month project will be Koala Alliance President, Jess Robertson.  

If you are a Citizen Scientist Researcher/Investigator interested in volunteering for this project, 

please contact Jess at: jess@koalaalliance.org  

 

[1] https://www.wildlife.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/503891/Wildlife-Welfare-Action-Plan-2020-Final-signed-

LD.pdf  

[2] https://www.wildlife.vic.gov.au/wildlife-emergencies/wildlife-fire-emergencies/wildlife-emergency-support-network    

[3]https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/4989cf/contentassets/ffad6484e4f542f697140b41f98bb62c/submission-

documents/191.-wildlife-victoria.pdf  
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