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US Company Alcoa Set to Euthanise More Koalas Impacted by Smelter Emissions

The eighth year of Alcoa’s controversial koala “health assessments” has begun in Portland,
Victoria, with many koalas expected to be euthanised.

A notice obtained by Koala Alliance Inc indicates Alcoa is once again conducting assessments
across its 19-hectare plantation near the Portland Aluminium Smelter. Historical records show
these operations have repeatedly resulted in significant koala euthanasia rates.

Koala Alliance Inc President Jessica Robertson said the program highlights systemic issues in
wildlife governance and a lack of transparency in how koalas are managed.

“The big question that needs to be asked is: how does a US mining giant get government
approval to capture and kill koalas on their property year in and year out without
oversight, nor attempt to mitigate the long term environmental impact on wildlife?”

In 2023, Alcoa confirmed that since 2019, 348 koalas have been assessed under a
DEECA-authorised program. Of those, 79 females received fertility control, and 152 were
euthanised due to “poor health”. However, a separate Sustainalytics report suggests a further
40 koalas may have been euthanised in 2022 alone, potentially bringing total deaths to around
192—approximately 55% of all koalas assessed.

For decades, wildlife near the smelter have been affected by fluorosis, a condition linked to
fluoride emissions that settle on vegetation and are consumed by animals. Aware of the issues,
in 2005, Alcoa in conjunction with the University of Melbourne commissioned a study which
found kangaroos in the area suffered dental, skeletal, and bone fluorosis linked to emissions.
However, koalas were not formally assessed until 2020.

Koala Alliance Inc President Jessica Robertson said the relationship between industry and
regulators remained largely hidden from public scrutiny.

“This very secretive arrangement between DEECA and industry raises serious concerns
about who else is getting signed approval to cull koalas on their property. How would we
know who'’s killing koalas, or how many are being killed when none of this information is
readily available to the public?’



Koala Alliance Inc also argues that Victorian authorities have long been aware of fluoride
impacts on wildlife.

“We can’t place all the blame on Alcoa alone. DEECA has known about the fluoride
impacts on wildlife since 2005. By using the loophole of the “koala health assessment”
system, kill numbers remain hidden, and the focus remains on treating the symptom
rather than addressing the cause of the problem. It is clear that DEECA has little genuine
interest in wildlife welfare or conservation and is failing to fulfil its duty of care as a
caretaker of wildlife.”



