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Koala Alliance

Our purpose is to create a national alliance to protect and conserve koalas by bringing
together koala groups, wildlife carers, academics, individuals, and communities to
advocate for solutions that prioritise koala welfare and habitat protection.

Regulatory Impact Analysis to reduce the open road default
speed limit - Introduction

The Koala Alliance supports the proposal to lower the current default speed limit
both outside of built up areas and on unsealed roads.

It is estimated that over 10 million native Australian animals are struck by cars each
year. Anyone involved in wildlife rescue, rehabilitation or transport will know all too well
the devastating impact that vehicles have on wildlife, and the time, effort, money and
heartbreak involved in trying to save these defenceless victims of road trauma. This
puts enormous pressure on volunteer wildlife rescuers and carers, a heavy emotional
toll on the human drivers and passengers involved in the road strike accidents and
continues to threaten biodiversity.

The issue of road strike is not straightforward, many factors are involved in determining
the outcome for the animals. Speed of vehicle, type of vehicle, driver awareness of what
to do, level of care and time getting help for the animal, will all play a part in whether the
animal will recover and to what extent. Victoria has a widespread network of regional
and rural roads with high speed limits in flat, open areas, often cutting through or near
wildlife habitats, with nothing to warn animals away from roads.

A reduction in default speed limits, particularly in areas where there is dense roadside
vegetation, will allow more time for drivers to stop safely, lessen the impact and harm if
roadstrike occurs and increase the chances of survival for both humans and wildlife.

Recommendations

The Koala Alliance makes the following recommendations; these will be examined in
greater detail throughout the remainder of this submission.

1. Lower the current default speed limit outside of built-up areas by a
minimum of 20km/h, to 80 km/h or 70km/h.

2. Introduce a default speed limit for unsealed roads outside of built-up areas
to 70km/h



Consultation Questions

e The options for lowering the current default speed limit outside of built-up
areas.

Currently, Australia has a wide network of roads, in varying degrees of repair or
disrepair. Their extensive nature makes maintenance challenging, and many roads may
have potholes, or areas of deterioration. Additionally, roadside vegetation is often poorly
maintained, affecting visibility and road quality due to tree root systems disrupting the
road surface, leaves causing slipperiness and many corners having reduced visibility
due to overgrowth. These factors combine to determine that a default speed of 100km/h
outside of built up areas is not safe in many areas, and a reduction in speed to 70 or
80km/h would be safer for both road users and wildlife.

The chances of losing control at 70 or 80km/h compared to 100km/h is decreased,
stopping distances are decreased, and by dropping the speed limit, the risk of death or
serious injury to both drivers and koalas and other wildlife is greatly reduced.

In many cases, an animal will not survive an impact from a car or truck at 100km per
hour. To reduce the high death toll of wildlife, we highly recommend 70km per hour, or at
least a drop to 80km/h. which allows the driver time to slow down or avoid hitting
wildlife. An animal hit at lesser speeds has a better chance of survival.

A reduction to 90km/h is not significant enough, if this is about increasing safety and
creating meaningful change, a minimum drop to 80km/h is required, and we would
support a drop to 70km/h in densely vegetated areas or through known wildlife
corridors. Statistics from both Wildlife Victoria and Insurance companies on wildlife
strikes will greatly help with understanding where key hot spots exist.

e Introducing a default speed limit for unsealed roads outside of built-up
areas.

Unsealed roads add an element of unpredictability to driving and to stopping. The term
‘unsealed’ may refer to a dirt track, gravel road or combination. Often these roads may
be narrower than sealed roads and also of varying widths. Additionally, their lack of
sealant removes a degree of protection, not just driving smoothness, causing an
increased likelihood of road deterioration. The risks of accidents and wildlife roadstrike
increase on an unsealed road compared to a sealed road, even at a comparable speed.

Therefore the Koala Alliance supports the introduction of a default speed limit for
unsealed roads outside of built up areas, and it must be at least 10km/h lower than the
default speed limit for sealed roads. Therefore if 80km/h is the more acceptable



proposed speed limit for sealed roads - taking economic factors into consideration, we
support a speed limit of 70km/h on unsealed roads and we would strongly advocate for
60km/h in areas with dense bushland - although we understand that is outside the
scope of this Regulatory Impact Assessment.

e The potential road safety benefits of reducing default speed limits outside
of built-up areas.

The road safety benefits of reducing default speed limits is indisputable.

Due to the sustained destruction of native vegetation and fracturing of wildlife corridors
across Victoria, roadside habitat is often the only mode of transportation for arboreal
animals and in some cases, the only habitat with tree hollows for bird and mammal
species to nest their young. These de facto habitats are now considered important
breeding grounds for a range of species, and roads with high speeds cause countless
animals to die from road strikes.

Many roads with dense vegetation on either side make visibility poor for drivers and
high speeds mean that drivers do not have time to slow and avoid hitting wildlife,
particularly slow moving ground animals like echidnas and wombats and koalas.This
combination of speed and poor visibility also increases the risks for drivers, passengers
and other people in the area.

Whilst we acknowledge the economic and logistical consequences of decreasing speed
limits, the safety benefits far outweigh these.

Conclusion

The Koala Alliance is committed to working with Government, councils, researchers,
and conservation groups to reduce koala and wildlife road strikes and improve driver
speeds, thereby improving safety for both drivers and wildlife.

The Koala Alliance therefore strongly supports the proposal to lower the current default
speed limit both outside of built up areas and on unsealed roads.
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