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New Alliance Mobilises to Fight for the Future of Australia's Iconic Species

A new coalition —the Koala Alliance—has emerged to demand immediate and
decisive action for the protection of Australia’s endangered koalas. Frustrated by the
ongoing government inaction, the Alliance, made up of wildlife carers, advocates,
academics and researchers is committed to driving meaningful change through
advocacy and education. With koalas facing an increasingly uncertain future, the group
is calling on the federal government to act swiftly on nine critical priorities to safeguard
the species and their aim is to gain support from new political candidates.

"Koalas could be functionally extinct long before 2050. Local extinctions are
already occurring. Car strikes, dog attacks, disease, bushfires, and starvation all
stem from one root cause: habitat destruction. Logging and development are
decimating their habitat, while weak legislation offers no protection. Without
urgent action, koalas across the country face a devastating future.”

Jess Robertson, Wildlife Carer & President, Koala Alliance.
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The Alliance aims to unite diverse stakeholders, leverage knowledge and expertise and
lobby the government for the critical changes that need to happen to save koalas. The
upcoming federal election makes this an ideal time to educate new political candidates
about the issues and get firm commitment before a new government is formed. The
Alliance is also working hard to raise more public awareness about the multitude of
issues, lack of government action.

"Politicians have ignored the urgent need to protect koalas and their habitats.
Despite being endangered in three states, promises have been broken and action
delayed. A new government needs to understand what’s at stake if we carry on
with business as usual. With the federal election approaching, we have a chance
to educate new candidates."”

Jess Robertson, Wildlife Carer & President, Koala Alliance.

“Koalas are a keystone species and a warning beacon within forest habitats. Like
the “canary in the coalmine”, negative changes in koala health or population are
a dire signal that the forest’s fragile ecological balance is in distress. When we
work to save koala habitat we are also saving many other unique species who
dwell within the forests.”

Heidi Johnson, Wildlife Rescuer, Koala Alliance.

The Koala Alliance has outlined 9 critical priorities for the government, including an end
to logging and clearing of koala habitat, legislative reform, strategies to tackle road
trauma, and improved forest and plantation management. The Alliance believes koala
protection and conservation must be managed nationally, as habitat destruction drives
many threats, and protecting koalas will safeguard other endangered forest species.

“Koalas don’t read maps. They don’t discriminate between natural forests,
plantations or proposed development. When it comes to habitat protection,
neither should our political leaders’ -

Tim Cadman, Griffith University Adjunct Senior Research Fellow,

With critical action urgently needed, this is the moment for a new government to
demonstrate its commitment to protecting our natural heritage. The Alliance will not rest
until the koala’s plight is acknowledged, and real, lasting change is achieved.

You can read our priority actions for Koala Protection and Conservation in more detail
here, or visit our website:www.koalaalliance.org.au
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